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Dorig language 


Dorig (formerly called Wetamut) is an Oceanic language spoken on 
Gaua island in Vanuatu. 

The language’s 300 speakers live mostly in the village of Dorig 
(IPA: [ n du' riiq]), on the south coast of Gaua. Smaller speaker 
communities can be found in the villages of Qteon (east coast) and 
Qtevut (west coast). 

Dorig's immediate neighbours are Koro and Mwerlap 
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Phonology 


Dorig has 8 phonemic vowels. These include 7 short monophthongs 
/i I £ a D u u/ and one long vowel /a: // 4 ] 


Dorig vowels 



Front 

Back 

Close 

i / 

u u 

Near-close 

i e 

O 0 

Open-mid 

e e 

D O 

Open 

a a ■ a: a 
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The phonotactic template for a syllable in Dorig is: /CCVC/ — e.g. /rkp w a/ ‘woman’; /Qm w sar/ ‘poor’; 
/writ/ ‘octopus’. Remarkably, the consonant clusters of these /CCVC/ syllables are not constrained by the 
Sonority Sequencing Principle/ 5 ] 

Grammar 


The system of personal pronouns in Dorig contrasts clusivity, and distinguishes four numbers (singular, 
dual, trial, plural)/ 6 ] 


































Spatial reference is based on a system of geocentric (absolute) directionals, which is typical of Oceanic 
languag es 
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■ Audio recordings in Dorig language (https://lacito.vjf.cnrs.fr/pangloss/corpus/list_rsc_en.php7lg 
=Dorig), in open access, by A. Frangois (source: Pangloss Collection ). 
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